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• When you are dealing with cancer, it 
overcomes the most difficult political 
conflicts

• Cancer respects no boundaries and neither 
should cancer control efforts



Educational activities of HESMO 

• Hellenic Academy of Oncology

• The Hellenic Group of Young Oncologists

• W4O

• HESMO-Web Academy



Onco-Bridge Consortium, whose charter was to 
foster collaboration and address the region’s 
unmet cancer care needs meet Regional 
Societies in order to 

• to strengthen science-policy linkages, 

• cultivate an ethos of civic engagement, 

• foster boundary-spanning capacity to address 
global challenges that no nation can solve 
independently



Global Map Presenting the National Ranking of Cancer 
as a Cause of Death at Ages Below 70 Years in 2015



Global Maps Presenting the Most Common Type of Cancer 
Incidence in 2018 in Each Country Among (A) Men and (B) 

Women



Age standardised (world) incidence and mortality rates for the 
most frequent cancers among Mediterranean EU countries (*) 
and Mediterranean non-EU countries involved in the project 

Livia Giordano et al. European Journal of Public Health,2015, Vol. 26, No. 1, 83–89



Breast cancer in young women 

• The median age of breast cancer incidence in 
North Africa, for example, is lower by 12 
years on average (i.e. between 48 and 51 
versus between 61 and 63 years)

• The rate of breast cancer among women aged 
less than 35 years is ranged between 8% and 
12% 

Maalej M, Hentati D, Messai T, et al. Breast cancer in Tunisia in 2004: a 
comparative clinical and epidemiological study. Bulletin du Cancer 

2008;95:E5–9.



Nasopharyngeal cancer 

• In North African countries, it ranks 2nd among 
all head and neck cancers, and 9th (2.1%) 
among all cancers 

• Countries like Algeria, Tunisia, and Greece 
have an intermediate incidence while the rest 
have a low incidence, similar to that of 
Western countries 





Opportunities

Act  as specific community and embrace “THE ROLE OF 
COMMUNITIES IN PROMOTING HEALTH EQUITY” 

• Technology ( networking of molecular profiling, big 
data)

• Specific domain (AYA, rare cancers, fertility issues, 
palliative care, life-style interventions, financial issues, 
leadership, access to new anti-cancer medicines)

• Endemic diseases (NPC,hepatoma,mesothelioma, lung 
cancer)

• Flexibility ( no structural bureaucracy) 



Barriers

✓Heterogeneity in

- Language

- Culture

- Health system and insurance

- Training

✓Disparities in Health Outcomes

✓Lack of resources

✓Sustainability



Gaps and barriers

• In our region, cultural barriers are a key driving 
factor for limitations for cancer patients. 

• Differences exist across countries of similar & 
different development levels.

• Better progress in awareness & provision of care. 

• Limited progress in diagnosis & treatment 
remains challenging.



Comprehensive Analysis of mBC Policy





Proposals

The creation of longer-term relationships and idea exchange 
would likely lead to more effective mentor-mentee 
relationships and could provide continued motivation and 
support to translate the acquired knowledge into action or 
practice
• Conduct of summer schools, workshops, and conferences
• Education award/Scholarships/Fellowships
• Collaboration between institutions 
• Create international networks with peers and seniors
• Virtual MDTs
• Surveys
• Electronic Health Records for cancer patients















Collaboration

• Success depends on collaboration between all 
stakeholders and sharing experiences across 
countries(both successes and failures).

• Crucial contribution is provided by clinicians, 
civil society, patient organizations and 
industry.

• Official national and international policy 
development is indispensable.



Cultivating Boundary-Spanning 
Professionals Internationally

• Bilateral, regional, or multilateral instruments uniting 
participants from different countries illustrate effective 
top-down approaches that can cascade into national 
initiatives and help small, lower-resourced countries 
participate in regional and global dialogues. 

• At the same time, bottom-up approaches such as 
young academies, young scientists associations, and 
capacity-building programs (as well as virtual networks) 
can be instrumental in orienting scientific careers 
toward policy, diplomacy, and international 
development.


